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CLEAN VERSION 

JHSBXISD PUTTING ALIGHMENT SYSTEM 
XECHKXCM, nrvKNTicw 

* The invention relates to the game of golf and more 

to a golf putter having an alignment arrangement baeed on rhe 
poaition of the shaft over a centerline mark on the putter 
head. 



10 BACKGROUND 03 r THE INVENTION 

Putting playu an important role in a successful round of golf. 
In order to technically execute a proper putt a golfer must be 
properly positioned relative to the ball and to an intended 
line of the putt. A putter has a striking face r which should 
15 be aligned sc.uare to the des.ired path of the ball travel. 

It is known :hat an alignment centerline is placed on the top 
surface of the putter to aid a golfer in positioning the face 
of a putter square to the target line of the putt. Typically, 
20 this centerl:lne or aiming line is perpendicular to the face 
and is positioned at the desired area of puttes to ball 
impact . 

in addition <io having the putter face aligned no the intended 
25 target line % golfer must be in the proper position relative 
to the ball to have proper golf techniques. The eyes of the 



PACE 31/52 * RCVD AT 1 1/8/2005 12:33:32 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/28 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:6043310382 * DURATION (mm^s):14^0 



11/08/2005 10:49 FAX 6043310382 VERMETTE & CO. ©032 

11/03/2005 18:11 604-858^7504 INSEYED PUTTERS. PAGE 

( Ck 02103607 ( 

*>»er sh ,,„ 1(i be ^ th8 putter ' so u,« „„„ th . teu i9 

«»« the putteI la returned to th6 proper po51tlon to send 

the ball on its desired target line. 

5 it takes :r*guiax practic * to UevelCp a ^ 
stroke to propel a golf ball on Its intended target. line* 
Golfers of all skill levels have been shown to find this eye 
position and putter alignment difficult to maintain over time, 

10 An object of the invention la to provide a putter that can be 
used to indicate when proper alignments have been attained for 
stroking e <jolf ball. 



A putter that uaea a shaft to facilitate alignment of a putter 
15 head and a qolfer's head relative to a ball and a desired path 
of ball travel is shown, for example, in the following United 
States of America patent 5,564,990 - Weeks, 

Though such a putter has achieved popularity and commercial 
20 success, th€>re has been a continuing need for improvement - 

SUMMARY OF 3 IBB INVENTION 

In accordance with the invention there is provided a golf 
putter having a putter head and an elongated putter shaft. 
25 the putter head has a striking face, a sole, a centerKne 
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10 



marker nuking the d , girod area or ^ ^ ^ 

tea normally positioned remote from a user .hen in play and a 
heel oppose s *i* to ,. The elon9atQd putter shaffc has a ^ 
on one end and, at an opposite end, attache to the putter 
head between the centerline marker and the toe, the putter 
shaft having a transverse marking which lines up vertically 
with the csnterline marker on the putter head when a user is 
holding tho putter in a putting position with the golfer's 
eyes over the centerline marker of the putter head. 

Preferably, the centerline marker is perpendicular to the 
striking fece and is vertically aligned with the desired area 
of putter to ball impact of the putter head. 



15 Advantageously, the putter shaft extends across the putter 

head from proximate the toe towards the heel at an acute angle 
with the sole of the putter head, crossing the centerline of 
the putter hfcad. 

In another aspect of the invention there is provided a method 
20 of aligning a putter and a golfer's eyes to a putter h«ad and 
a desired Line of travel, which includes providing a putter 
which has a shaft attached proximate a toe of a putter head 
and at least a portion of which shaft angles back towards a 
golfer whan the golfer and the shaft are in the putting 
25 position. :;he method further includes placing a center line 
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marker over the desired area of putter to ball impact of the 
putter head, and placing a marker on an upper side of the 
shaft of trie putter which vertically aligns with the 
centerline marker when the putter is in the putting position; 
5 and holding the putter in the putting position and then. 

aligning a golfer' s eyes with the aligned mark on the shaft 
and the ceiitarJAne mark on the putter head such that the 
putter head is perpendicular to the desired direction of 
travel of the golf ball. 

10 

BRIEF DE8CKIPTXON WITH REFERENCE TO THE DRAWINGS 

Further features and advantages will be apparent from the 
following detailed description, given by way of example, of a 
preferred eitibodiroent taken in conjunction with the 
15 accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 ia a elevation view showing the putter head and a 
portion of the putter shaft; 

Fig. 2 is a top view of the putter head and a portion of the 
20 putter shaft showing the -shaft mark and the center iin« mark 
on the putter head; and 

Fig, 3 is an elevation view showing a golfer with his eyes 
aligned with the center line mark on the putter head and the 
mark on the 9haft. 

25 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION WITH REFERENCE TO THE DRAWINGS 

Referring :o Figs* 1 and 2, a putter shaft X is attached to a 
putter head 6 proximate a toe 4 of the patter head 6. The 
putter head also has a heel 5 f a sole 8 and a centerUoe mark 
5 3, which corresponds with a center of gravity of the putter 
head 6. A mark 2 on the upper side of the shaft 1 is placed 
so that wi:h the putter in a putting position/ the mark 2 is 
aligned with the center line mark 3 on the top of the putter 
head 6- The mark on the top of the putter head is 
10 perpendicular to a strike face 7 of the putter head 6." The 
shaft extends from its point of attachment proximate the toe 4 
acro3© the centerline mark 3 towards a golfer when in the 
putting posUion- 

15 Referring to rig. 3, a golfer 8 is positioned over a putter 
10, with tha golfer's eyea over the marks on the shaft and the 
head 6. Complete alignment is achieved once the strike face 7 
is placed perpendicular to the desired direction of travel of 
a golf ball.. 

20 

Accordinglyj while this invention has been described with 
reference to illustrative embodiments, this description is not 
Intended to be construed in a limiting sense. Various 
modif ications of the illustrative embodiments, as well as 
25 other embodiments of the invention, will be apparent to 
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persons a killed in the art upon reference to this description. 
Tt is therefore contemplated tuat the appended claims will 
cover any such modifications or embodiments as fall within the 
true scope of the invention. 

5 
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X C1AXM: 

I. A gol3: putter, comprising: 

;a) a putter head having a striking face, a sola, a 
centerline marker marking the desired area of 
5 putter to ball irtipact, & toe normally positioned 

remote from a user when in play and a heel 
opposite said toe; and 
ib) an elongated putter shaft having a grip on one 
end and, at an opposite end, attached to aaid 
10 putter head between the centerline marker and eaid 

toe, aaid putter shaft having a transverse marking 
which lines up vertically with the centerline 
marker on said puttar head, when the user ie 
addressing a golf ball found at rest on a putting 
15 surface, the user's line of sight forms a straight 

line perpendicular to the putting surface that 
connects the user's eyes, the transverse marker 
and the centreline marker of said putter head 
ensuring the user's eyes are vertically over the 
20 centreline of oaid putter head. 

2* The golf putter according to claim 1, wherein the 

centerline iitarker is perpendicular to the striking face and iB 

vertically aligned with the desired area of putter to ball 
25 impact of said putter head* 
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3, The golf putter according to claim 1, wherein said putter 
shaft extends acrosa the top aide of said putter head from 
proximate said toe towards said heel at an acute angle with 

5 the sole of said putter head, crossing the center line of said 
putter head. 

4, A golf putter according to any of claims 1 to 3, in u*<*, 
where the golfer's eyes are aligned with the transverse 

10 marking on the shaft and the centerline marking on the putter 
head. 
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